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Presidential assistant Walti 
W. Rostow said yesterday 
there was no fundamental dis- 
agreement between top Ad- 
ministration officials about 
Vietnam policy or the course 
of the Paris peace talks. _ j 

He termed the reports that 
there were serious differences 
between Secretary of State 
Dean Rusk and Def ense Secre- 
tary Clark M. Clifford as the 
“rather strained effort of the 
press to do what it has done 
before . * . . pump up the war 
between the members of the 
Cabinet.” 

Rostow expressed guarded 
optimism that the “procedural 
impasse” in Paris will soon be 
resolved and that the negotia- 
tors “will feel each other out 
and then finally we’ll begin to 
sort out the points on which 
we can come to grips.” 

2-Track Talks Possible 

The President’s special as- 
sistant for national security 
affairs did not discount the 
possibility of two-track nego- 
tiations at Paris — in which the 
United States would talk with 
Hanoi about mutual troop 
withdrawal and the Saigon 
government would talk with 
the Vieteong about apolitical 


settlement. “We are conscious 
that that is a possibility,” Ros- 
tow said. 

The two-track idea was ad- 
vanced two weeks ago by Clif- 
ford, and sharply rejected in 
Paris by South Vietnam’s Vice 
President Nguyen Cao Ky. Ky 
then reversed! himself the fol- 
lowing Sunday after a similar 
proposal was published in a 
Foreign Affairs article by 
Henry A. Kissinger, who will 
take Ros tow’s post in the 
Nixon Administration. 

No Troop Withdrawals 

Rostow also said on the CBS , 
program “Face the Nation” . 
(WTOP) that tlere would be . 
no troop withdrawals by. the • 
United States during the re- ■ 
maining weeks of the Johnson s 
Administration. 

This position was criticized « 
by Sen. George McGovern (D- , 
S.D.), who appeared later in , 
the day on the NBC program ; 
“Meet the Press” (WRC). . 

McGovern argued that now | 
that the United States has ; 
abandoned the idea of winning 
a military victory in Vietnam, 
“we should try to minimize” 
contact with the enemy and 
“minimize casualties.” One of 
the best ways of doing this, he 
said 1 , is to start withdrawing 
American troops and consoli- 
dating defense positions 
around South Vietnam’s popu- 
lation centers. 

Rostow said it is “hard to 
make a firm historical evalu- 
ation” of Soviet efforts to 
help end the Vietnam war. 

There have been “moments 
that the Soviet Union has been 
marginally helpful,” Rostow 
said, hut “I cannot say that 
the Soviet Union has used its 
full powers or even exercised 
its full responsibilities.” 

He cited the failure to with- 
draw North Vietnamese forces 
from Laos and their continued 
infiltration as one area in 
which Russia could have been ' 
vastly more helpful in reduc- 
ing Asian tension. 



